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Patenbitten — SG Edelweiss St. Paul bei GTEV Edelweiss Detroit

The friendship between the two
Edelweiss Vereine has already lasted
20 years and gets stronger all the time.
So it was an honor when Edelweiss St.
Paul asked us. Edelweizs Detroit. to be
their Patenverein for their upcoming
Fahnenweihe.

What is a Patenbitten? Pate =
Sponszor, Bitte = Request. A
Patenbitten iz held when one Verein
(whether Trachten. Feuerwehr. or
community organization) requests
another to be their sponsor, most often
for a new flag. A Pate for a baby's
Christening 1s the Godparent and
carries the responsibility to nurture.
love, and help the child throughout
itz life. So it iz with a Pate to a
Verein—the friendship is deep and
expected to be lifelong., with the
sponsor always prepared to offer
e support and advice through good
=4 times and bad.

It's a serious responsibility but that

":&‘ o doesn't mean it's without a lot of fun.
Edelweiss St. Paul spent 13 hours on a

! bus before they were dropped off at
Detroit’'s 9th annual Hoedown. American
folk dancing has its roots in Europe. Many
of the quadrille dances have similarities to
the dances done in royal courts. These
dance styles made their way to rural
people all over Europe and in
America. Detroit’s vouth group
organizes the Hoedown, which takes
place in a beautiful 100-year-old barn.
and 1t's one of our favorite outings of
the yvear. We were happy that St. Paul
jumped in with both feet, plaid shirts.
and cowbov hats. What a great way to
N start the weekend! Edelweizs Detroit
housed the 31 guests. who ranged in
age from 6 months to great-grandma,
and the visitors left with their host
families.

Vi Saturday we met in Rochester. a

| charming old city north of Detroit.
where Edelweiss Detroit's music
group performed at the Festival of
Trees, giving the public a beautiful
taste of Volkamusik. Some
zsightseeing in town. a visit to the
bakery where Rick Michels
fashions his masterpieces.

[ refreshments at the Walkers’
home. and we were ready to make
Y our way to the hall for the formal
Patenbitten.

Some members had spent the

-
afternoon decorating the hall to make it as -~ - ' '
inviting and “Bavarian” as possible. After a -t
wonderful dinner. the time had come for the | B V. -
ceremony. S1x brave Edelweiss St. Paul ' 3

(=¥

members made their way to the Kniascheidl S5
that had been crafted just for them. The “St. "
Paul Six"—Dave Betz. Renee LaCourse. Don %
LaCourse. Mark LaCourse. Claire Courtney.
and Andrew Fleischhacker Jr.—took
their places to hear what Rick Michels
and Fred Walker had to say. alternating
between German and English, always
in verse. We had several tests for them.
First. “Thr sogt’s [hr kénnt's platteln.
musiziern. boarisch red'n...” “Before we
agree to all of this must first some
things be proven. show us vou can
dance, play. and speak Bavarian. or
we'll not be onward movin'!” St. Paul
sent their youngest
and best dancers to
the floor to dance a
Plattler. Next. Eric
Ray and Jenny &
Jake Schultz
proved that a
“guate Volksmusik”™
1s something they
have also mastered.
Detroit's “born and
bred” Bavarians. Paula Uebrueck and
Marianne Billo. tock center stage to be
the judges for the language tests. Rick
showed the crowd the Bavarian words.
then handed the words to the Six to see
what they could do with them. Not easy.
but they managed!

Of course. no test would be
complete without a beer drinking trial.
To keep it from being too simple. the
beer was served in baby bottles. Not as
easy as a baby makes it look! Next. we
needed to see whether
theyv had good
coordination skills.
Bring on the hula
hoops! While the six
adults failled miserably
(but with great
humeor!), young
Patrick LaCourse had
no problem.

Good food 1s part
of every Trachtenfest. so we had
some Interesting foods for our
suestz. "Etz mulasst's Thr die Suppe
ausléffeln die Thr Eich selbat
einbrockt habt. lasst's an
Nudlsuppn Eich guat schmeckn
und passt's fel auf. dass Ihr's net
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